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T 0 
William Penn. 
SIR, = 


Being one of the Auditors,and (o of- 
ten appealed unto by thee ſomtimes 
to do thee Right and Jaftice; at 0+ 

ther-timesby ſeveral Applications thou 
waſt pleaſed to make im thy Diſcourſes, 
both to thy Friends and friendly Audi- 
tors3 I amprefſtd in mind-to acquaint 
thee with my Sentiment and Obſcrvati- 
ons this way,{that ſo thy Appeal might 
trot be idle) not having the convenien- 
cy nor admittance to do it there. 

In the firlt place, I do really own 
fhat 'thou haft a Voluble' Tongue, a 
| ſtrong Voice and ckar, a grateful Ut- 
* tetance, and I believe ph Lungs 3 
| AZ3 that 


The Nuakers 


that thou art to be commended for an 
excellent Rhetorician, and a fluent 
Tongue 3 and ſo was.Cicero : But all 
this as it made not him, ſo it will not 
prove thee, a Chriſtian 3 and. therefore 
aS thou didſi not deny him tobe Wiſer 
than thee, ſo it was not over-needful 
for thee to Query whether he was Bet- 
ter; ſince ſomtimes thou canfſt tells us, 
that All Mex are enlightned with a Sa- 


ving Light, which Light #s Chraſt {t 
-__ 


them, and ſo conſequently Cicero m1 

be a Chriſtian as well-as thee, if he was 
a Man ; and yet when thou thoughteſt 
it would ſerve thy turn, thon couldft 
call him ignominiouſly Heathen as 
others do: But this rather deſerves the 
name of playing Faſt and Looſe than 

ibbling, 

Fine Words may catch Fools, and 
may take with them that ſee no further 
than tloutſide, and let ſuch be taken 
if they pleaſe 3 .But any that are able to 
diſtinguiſh betwixt Jords, and the true 


Sence of them, and is willing ſeriouſly - 


to conſider of them, can never be in 
danger z and for others. they are wor- 
thy to be deceived. I have heard as 
plauſible a Harangue,, as eloquent an 
Oration from a Jeſuite, wherein he 
painted the poor Proteftants in ſuch Co- 
lours, that he fet them forth to-his Au- 
ditors more like ſome ſtrange Monſters, 


than Men indued with Senſe or Rea- | 


ſon 3 


ef FM % 


Nuibbles. 7 
ſon 3 but yetI carmot believe the Jeſu- 
ites ever the berter Chriſtians for that. 

Hadſt thou had this Gift of a fluent 
Tongue and a good Voice meerly by thy 
zurning Duaker, (and not partly Na- 
tural, and . partly acquired at Our 
\, Schools, which now proudly thou con- 
temneft) then ſhould I more highly 
eſteem of it,- and that would more 
Convince me of the Truth of thy Chri« 
my than all the Arguments I heard 
chat « iy from thee, or could ever.hear 
from thy Friends. 

The Members of the True Church in + 42; 10. 44, 
the Apoſtles time, ' had the GIFT OF 8c. While Fe- 
TONGUES immediately inſpired into **7 yt Ipake 
them, upon their becoming Chriſt:ans camping 

em, upon tneir be P, » the Holy Ghoſt 
without acquiring it by Study : And fell 0; a them 
if thou canſt ſhew me one in thyChurchwhich heard 
that hath ſuch a * Gift or Gifts gives TÞ< Word, and 
him upon his Convertion'to thy Way, pr antS 
it would put a clear difference betwixt which believed 
thee and the Baptiſts, and here' thon were aſtoniſh- 

ed, as many as 

wouldft go beyoud them; But now Io 
cannot ſee wherein thou exceedeſt them ;e,, becauſe 
in any (truly ) Spiritual Gift. that on the 
| : . _ , Genziles alſo 

was poured out the Gif? of the Holy Ghoſt ; For they heard 

them ſpeak. with Tongwes, and magnifie God : Then anſwer- 

ed Peter, Can any Man forbid Water, that thefe thould nor 

be Baptized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as we > 

= he commanded them to be baptized in the Name cf the” 

ord, | | 
And that this was common, ſze As 19. 6, When Par! hd 
laid his hands upon them, the. Holy Ghoſt came on thems 


A 4 One. 


8 The MNuakers 
and they fpake with Tongues and fropheſied, and all the Men 
were about twelve. * | 
2 Cor.12.12913. Truly the Signs of ax Apoſtle were wrought 
among os in all patience, rm Signs and Wonders, and mighty 
Deeds. . For what is it wherein ye were oferzer to other 
Churches > 


One ſach Teſtimony, if true, in thy 
Church, would Confute the Baptiſts, 
and Convince thy Auditors, more than 


a hundred ſuch days Diſputings as thy | 


laſt was. 


| But alas! for ought I can learn, Thy 


Friends, thy Church is as low-poor, 
naked and deſtitute herein as the Bap- 
tifts Churches 3 They in this Matter 
* 1/:,29.:1,12. like Thee, and Thou like them 3 The 
And the ViÞ- want of which (it js not improbable) 


on of all is be- | | 
come unto you may be one Reaſon, why you thus Op- 
as the words of Poſe and Contradict one another z One 


a Book that is (aying he hath a Vifion, and th'other 
Sealed, which 4,Dream from the Lord 3 One that it is 


_— > wr ig Revealed by the Spirit within, and the 


Learned, ſay- other without, when the * Viſion may 
ing, Read this be ſealed up from you both : and thus 


I pray theezand g,h;1f& you arc both in the Dark, you 
he ſaith, / can- , 
not, for it is Wrangle and Fight, Contute and Cons 
Sealed. And found one another to little purpoſe. 

the Book is de- - 

livered to him that 3s not learned, ſaying, Read this 7 pray 
thee, 2nd he faith / am not learned. 

Mica 3. 6 7. Therefore night ſhall be unto you, that ye ſhall 
not bavea Viſion, 4#dﬆ ſhall be dark unto you, that ye thall 
not Divine, and the Sun jhall.go- down over the Prophets, and 
the day thall be dark, over them ; Then ſh41] the Seers be a- 
fhamed,- and the Diviners Countfounded, yea they ſhall all cover 
their Lips, for there 35 no anſwer of God; ſez Pſal. 34. 9. 
ER, 13. 61 7: EE 


But | 
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- Nuibbles, 9 
But what do fine Words withaut 
Charity, or. Shew without Subſtance 
avail, when good St. Pax fays, Though 
I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and 
of Angels, and have not Charity,I am 
become as ſounding Braſs, or a tink- 
ling Cymbal? And . whether in thy 
Words thou ſhewedft not more I#rath 
and Rancowr, than Love or Charwy, all 
might eaſily ſee. 
Eloquent Harangues are accounted 
by,the faid Apolile no better chan the 


.micing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 


and jt was but a Mark of the Falſe 


Teachers of Old 3 and therefore Epheſ. 


4. 14, . The Apoſile gives good advice, 
That we henceforth be no more Chil- 
dren toſſed to and fro, and carried a- _ 
bout with every wind of Dodrine, by  . 
the ſleight of Men, and cunning Crafti- 
neſt, whereby they lie in waitoro dc- 


Now thou haſt the Words ef Man's 
Wiſdom, * But wher's the Demonſtra- * 1 Cer. 2, 456: 


. ue My Speech and 
tion of the Spirit with thee in Power and ay Preadiog 


Mighty Signs F (ſays the true 
St. Paul ſaid, when he preached to Apole) was 
the Corinthians, He did not come unto not with inti- 
them in Excellency of Speech, 1 Cor,2.1. 17'S Wn 
It 1s no new thing for a Mowntebank By in demon... 
ora Stage-player to have a grateful Ut- ftrarion of the 
terance, a fluent Tongue, and perform 5-77, 44. of 
in Wards as bravely, Gnas ie 
Buit I cannot more commend thee 


for 


Io The Mnakers 
for thy Rbetorick , than I muſt diſcom- 
mend thee for thy Logickz for thou 
did not ſhew thy felf more quick in the 
one,than dull and ſluggiſh in th'other : 
When thou cameſt to the Reaſoning 
and Diſputative Part, how many fhuf- 
fles and put-offs ? how many pittiful 
Evaſions and poor Shifts didtt thou 
make ? how many delays ? how much 
loſs of time? I was not only aſhamed 
to ſee and hear it, but admired thy ſelf 
and Friends did not bluſh at it; to fee 
you make your Selves and Party {0 Ri-' 
diculous in the Eyes of Others : What 
Railing inſtead of Reaſoning ! what 
Clamour! what Noiſe ! what Tauto- 
logies ! what Diſorder ! what Diſcord 
| and Confuſion ! 
z Trn-2.24,25 , No Argument to me more fully pro- 
= ne ved you to be no Chriſtians, than your 
not ſtrive, 64s unchrifjjian Carriage in that Mect- 
be gentle wnro 1ng, > Where was the Chriſtian Modera- 
all men, apt tO 3397, the,old and pure Chriſtian frame 
00.07 of Spirit in meekneſt and gentleneſi ? 
trutting thoſe What was, nay, what is poſlible to be 
that oppoſe wvain-Jangling, if that was not ? Is it 
—_— > it not ſirange,chat you ſhould'be no wiſer - 
—_ Feat re than to give a Challenge, (or Solemn 
them Repen- Offer) and give occaſion for thouſands 
tance. See Gal. of People to meet together, and that to 
6.1. and Phzl. the hazard of their Limbs and Lives, 
My only to be Witnefles of your Folly,Im- 
moderation, Rancor, Malice, Obftinacy, 
Conhidence, Unreafonablenets,not to ſay 


Madnels ? For 
S 


ER es a en 


Jes Railing at Billings-gate : yu this wi 
think you for your praiſe, or the Co 


" one the other ? 


Nuibbles, I 
For my own part I came thither See x 7;w. 1: 


thinking to have heard fome Sober and 5,5. & 2 7. 


Rational Arguings unto Edification 2; 16 17, 18, 
and Clearing of the Trath, but I pro-  propions 
ab- 
fe(s I have oft heard more Reaſon ant lin NES, for they 
increaſe 
mM- unto more un- 


od] 
mendation of your Way,to make your 3c; ty oo 
ſelves thus ridiculous ? . eat as doth a 
| Canker, of 


whom is Hynenemus and Philetus, who concerning the "Truth 
have drred, (ayingy That the Reſurredion 1s paſ# already, 


and overthrow the Faith of ſoine. 


I would fain know of thee, it thou 
art not in ſome degree ſenſible of '1t, 
aſhamed and ſorry for it ? Doth thy 
Conſcience tell thee it was like a Chri- 
fiian Meeting, or the Diſpate' carried 
on thy part in a Chriſtian-like manner, 
when thou waſt tranſported with "fo 
much paſſion, and the Diſcouiſts {6 
confuſed and diſorderly, thou” many 
times ſpeaking when thy Opponents 
were ſpeaking 3 ſometimes thee and 
George Whitehead, and at other times 
thee and Mr. Keith (peaking together, 
and then crying out to your Auditors, 
to Hear, Hear, when they could nei- 
ther hear you, nor an all underſtand 


To what end did you appoint a 
Meeting, if when you came there you 
reſolved not to argue nor anſwer in 


plainneſs (except in 1 your own Way and 
Will) 


12 The Muakers 
Will) any Queſtion that ſhould be as- | 
ked you-concerning the Hope that was | 
in you, with meekneſs and fear, ac- | 

cording to the Apoſiles expreſs Injun- | 
I Per. 3. 15- If thou waſt guided by the Spirit of 
"ee yh God indeed, as thou pretendeft, what 
in your bearts, needeſt thou to have ſhuffled and bog- 
and de readypled io at one ſingle Queſtion ? And 
«lways to giveif thou waſi indeed infallible, what 
aa; needeſt-thou to be afraid (or evaded) 
Ott you a Zlving an anſwer to poor Men «hat.are 
Reaſon of the fallible > And if thou art indeed a fo-. 
hope —_ in ber Chriſtian, why did thou not in. 
J*<Lnef. ang Plainne(s and fingleneſs (as your old 
fear ſreve- Phraſe ſometimes was) anſwer dirc- 
rence. ] aly to the Queſtion, which they cryed 
ſo often to thee to.an{wer, and thou 
promiſed more than once thou 
wagldſt ? Doſt thou neither regard 
otheryg, Words, nor thy Owa ? 

Sir;,1 do declare to thee, That I was 
not intereſſed in the Diſpute any other- 
wiſe than as an Auditor, and that I do 
not know whether I ever ſaw Thoms 
Hicks before that day, neither did I 
ever ſpeak to him, nor any from him, 
and therefore do conceive my ſelf to 
be the more impartial, having no un- 
due Intereſt, Reaſon, or Occaſion to 
make me partial, or byaſs me more one 
way than another,for favonr or reſpect 
of Perſons or Parties 3 Yet I mult needs 
13 loye tell thee, . that according to m_ 

Fo c 


 Nuibbtes. 


beſt of my underſtanding, Thou and” 


thy Friends' did: #ot there deal fairly, 
candidly, or Chriftianly in ſeveral par-. 
ticulars >  —. F# NWA 

1; Ta that when T. Hicks had faid,. 
that moſf of the” Particulars he, would 
; prove, thoy took'ſt the words out of 

his Moxth before he had made an end' 
of tis Sentenceand'cryedl out, ol then 
it ſeerns he owns he cannot prove them. 
«f,, or words to that cffe& ; whereas if 
thowhadſt given him leave, as he told 


thee afterwards,Moſt of them.he would 


prove from thy Principles, and the reſt 
by. Teſtimonies : and fo here by thy, 
haſte, to expreſs it in thy, own Lan- 
uage, thou madeſt thy ſelf the Author 
&* a Lyc, and deaPſi. not Chriftiavly. 
and' therein thou ſhewedlt thy: ſelf nor? 
only a Foot but Unjujtz for thou ought-. 
eſt to have heard the Matter out, before. 
thou had(t pafled. Sentence : and thus 
all might ſee how ' Solomon's. Proverb. 
was true of thee; He that anſwereth a 
Matter [ Hebr. xeturneth a word | be- 
fore be beareth it, it is folly and ſhame 
#ato bim, Prov. 18. 13 = 3 
- 2., In. that thou' trifledſt away fo 
much. precious time, . and: cauſed” your 
Auditors to loſe theirs, to the' grand 
rt thou wouldſt be brought to a- 
gree the Diſpute. of that Particular 
which was meſt important 3 which 
to 


wy of many, if not moſt of them, - 
befor 


Iz 
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to many was Argument enough that 
ye were loath and unwilling to corhe to 


it 3 and thou hadſt a ſhift for that too, 
ſaying, Thou wouldſi go over co 


whole.Book, &c. as if . thou didſt no 


welt know, at leaſt 'gueſs; That it was 
not likely then thou ſhouldft come'to 


it at all that Meeting, and fo hadſi ra- 


cher i wy out thy Own and Auditors- 
ut frivolous Tings and petty 
agreetoit, 


What reaſou is there that all Men muſt 


time a 
Stories, 'and yet at laſt did 


diſpute in thy Method, or accotdinng 


to thy Will > Were not, the Terms mu-. 
tuaNfly agreed on before ? Tfnot, it had 


been fober Wiſdom to have done it, 
and in default to have condeſcended to 


the Judgment of the Auditors. Was: 


it not, a ſhameful thing, that all the 


ſnce of fo many . hours Diſpute may” 
be” Put into leſs' than half a ſheet of 


Paper, and that in a great meaſure 
through your Refrattorinefi 5 or Imper- 
tinenc 5 ? 

* 5: Iri that there was three or four 
of you that ſpake, three of you very 
much by turns, and ſomtimes more 
than one of. you. together at a timezand' 
when thou ſat down, Geor ge Whitehead 
ſtood up to aſſiſt thee; and then Keith, 
and ſo round and round again 3 and 
yet if Fer. Ives or another did begin. 


 *to ſpeak,” ye would 'cry out Hicks 


Hicks, Hicks, It 1s him we will hear 5 
when 


Feat ns eta di a 


. Muibbles. 


when-as (if I am, not mitfinformed) 
in the conditions ,of the Diſputation, 
thou or thy Friends agreed Hicks might 
have two os three Perſons of his own 
chuling,. and you the like of your 
Election : , If ſo, Then waſt thou 


Hichful and juſt to thy Agreement ? © 
Or if not ſo, vhs: Var then reaſona- . 


ble in thy ſelf, to &ppoſe thy ſelf with 
three men befides againſt one ? Or didfſt 
thou intend he mgight have them with 
him, but thou to command them fi- 
£96 or at beſt not hear them or an- 
Twer them 3take which way thou wilt, 
it was not fair : Beſides, canſt thou in- 
deed judg that the Nature of all Men 
15.of a-like fjrength,.or that T. Hicks's 
Natyre'was ſo ſirong, as able to hold 
out ſpeaking -and._ reaſoning againſt 
three or four ? IF (fo, I think thy Con» 
ſcience. may be as large as a Fryars 
Sleeve 3, But it ſeems with you it 15 no 
matter, what, how foul or unxeaſona- 
ble ſoever, fo it 'may but make for the 
Duakers Victory, or Advantage ; This 
I think was not fair dealing. © 


© 4 In that when' thy Friends have 


ſo often diſowned and' denyed Diftia- - 


ions, Thou and ,thy Friends ſhould 
then anſwer by Diſtin&ion, and ſay, 
Our. Friends Words are to be under- 
ſtood with this Diſftiaion, of Chriſt 
}n reſpect of his Godhead, or Chrilt 


15 
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in his Excellency,” whereas there's 16 

ſuch Diftinftion ſer. down by "Your 
Friend, or in your FR A90K - And 
indeed. if * your Friends , Words have 
riot deceived' me, you" ol! nothing But 
the Divine Nature 't0, be Cbriff, 3 and 
then, "How conld any fuch Diſtin&ion 
take place, if it had þeeti chere, foas to 
make your Friend'\mcan (dire&ly conx 
frary to his own words)” That Chriſt 
was feen with Cartial Eyes ? Is nor 
this'then one of your Quibble 2, Fot 
althongh chereby you make your 
Fricad”s. words to be double, wich 
two, faces, to fay one tl:ing and mean 
andfhet , Yet your own Principles con 
cerning the Chriſt, obftru@s you 4b- 
folutely from clearing thetri, or, pros 
ving Hicks a Forger in that Particular; 
Narther can that DiſtinRion ſerve yau; 
except you will alter your Priticiple 

and-Hold that there: are two, Natures, 
which are both united in One” Ft 

The Chriſt, which yet I do not under 


. 


ſtand yor are freeto do. © 

Might not Tho. Hicks thth  rithet 
have ſaid in. thy own language, Thou 
art. a Forger, and bat forged ihis' Di: 
finfim, and fuck afilly one aSis ini 
pollible to hold ghed, if thy Principle 
touching The Chriſt hold rrue'? Cant 
thou. be ignorant that this was ouly an 
Evaſion, or no betcer.than a Quibble'? 
Conſider with thy ' lf, atid - Thong 
= mayelt 


- Muibbles; 


mayeſt ſee how calily it is ſeen 


through. 


. $5.In that when upon the Real Occa- 
ſionof this thyDiſtin&tion,the Queſtion 
was askt thee, Whether Chriſt s Humane 
Nature was 4 part of Chriſt ? Or,Þhe+ 
ther the Body that was ſeen with Carnal 
(or Corpareal) Eyes, and beard with 
Carnal ( ar Corporeal,) Ears was the 
_ Chriſt ? Thou ſo long refuſedſi to an- 
ſwer;z when if only innocency had been 
In'thee, plain-heartedneG, and Chriſi- 
. an ſimplicity, thou mightelt have done 
it in one word or twozbut inſtead there- 
of, I believe thou madett above a thou- 
ſand, and thern to no putpoſe but to 
. evade an Anſwer, (contraxy_to yout 


tormer Rule, Let your Tea, be yea, and 


your Nay, aayz for whatſoever is niore 
cometh of evil) > One while thoit 
wouldſt tell us that which was not-askt 
nor delired of thee, That the Body in 
Scripture was ſoratimes called Chrijt, 
and yet all the endcavours conld not 
bring thee to ſay (that I could hear) 
that, That Body was Chriſt 3. Here's a- 
\. nother of thy ©xibbles : Is it not 2a 
| pritty one, that thou ſhould tell us, 
| that ſometimes the Scripture calls the 
Body (or the Humane Nature). Chritt, 
and yct dolt not believe that it #4 indeed 
what the Scripture calls it ? The Word 
Chritt 15 fomtimes applied in Scrip- 

- MW cure. 


17 


/ienificants or would(t rife up and promiſe to givea 


foall it be 


/boten 2 ſor ye tWO or three times, thy Paſſion, or the + 
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ture, to Chriſt's Body of. Fleſh and 
Blood, that was born of the Virgin 
Mary, and yet thou wilt not, or dareſi 
not own that Body to be Chriſt, or 
Chriſt that Body : Oh horrible Perverſt- 
on ! Oh fine Quibbler ! Oh Atrange 
Chriltian ! EO 


But for all thou would{ hide thy ſelf 
by ſuch ſubtile Expreſſions, thou art 
eafily diſcerned by any that will be any 
thing conſiderate, and not captivate 
their underſtandings 3 Ariother time 
thou wouldſt tell us, That thou be- 
lieveſt Chriſt to be God over all, Bleſ- 
{cd for ever, of the Seed of Abra- 
ham, &c. But- was this direct to the 
Queſtion ?- 


1 Cr.14, 9. Then thou wouldſt ask them Que 
So likewiſe ſtions, before thou hadſt anſwered 
you, except V theirs which was firtt propoſed, which 
wrer CY I ne thinks was not fairs Then thou 
70719740 words = 
«fie r0 be :12- dire&t Anſwer to the Queſtion, and yet 
deſicod, Few ove none that I could hear or under- 
.{tand to be plainz and fo thou didft 


brow what 15 


, 
* 


{hail ſeth 5a- Intereſt of thy PartyTs far tranſporting 
70 the AW. thee, that thou didſt not mind thy 
Word: Then the Auditors themſelves 

requeſted thee over-and over again to 

Anſwer. Dotft thou think this was 

Hke a Chriltian to run out about 3 

| whols : 


Muibbles, 
whole hour.thus, not only wearying 
your Auditors, but fruſtrating their 
Expe&atious, and manifeſting either 
your own weaknels, folly, or obſtina- 
cy and unreaſonablenels, till many of 
them were conſtrained to cry out, A- 
way, away Dugkers, or Anſwer. | 


" Pray Sir deal faithfully and plainly 
in the thing, Why didſt thou not an» 
{wer it? Or couldſ{t thou not anſwer 
it? Douktlcſs thou couldft, it thou 
hadlt not feared giving ſome advantage 
thereby to thy Oppoſites 3 was not this. 
the thing? Or was it becauſe thou 
wouldſt keep any of thy own Friends 
ſill in the Dark concerning this? Or 
would{ thou have thy Doctrine 1n this 
Particular remain a deep Myſtery and 
unintelligible ſtill? If fo, why didſt 
thou not deal honeſtly, and tell us fo 
plainly? Or are you not agreed among FF 
your ſelves about this ? 

What makes thee go about to uſe 
Words ſo ſubtilly, that might ſeem to 
make us think, thou believeſt one 
thing, when indeed thou knowelt, 
that you, or many of your Friends be- 
lieve quite contrary ? 


Is this fair or honeſt dealing for thec 
ro endeavour to blind our Eyes, or de- 
ceive our Underſtanding, be we either 


- imple or Learned ? 


» B 2 . Oz 
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Or if perhaps thou art of a different 
mind from ſome of thy Friends in this 
Particular, (as it is reported thou halt 
brought them off from ſome ridiculous 
Fancics) Why wonldſt thon not hc- 
neſtly tell us ſo? Or art thou aſhamed 
to declare freely and plainly the btot- 
tom and whole of the Doctrine thou 
holdeft, in (@ high a Concern, as of 
Chritt's Perſon ? 


You are Charged with, and thy and 
thy Friends Speeches and Writings 
give me to underſtand, that you ©#g- 
kers hold this Ductrine concerning the 
Chriſt of God. 


* And fomeof x, That the * Body of Chriſt 
© * yay | ot, nor was, the true Chriſt, 
much about but the Spirit in that Boay. 

the word Body, 

as thou doſt a- Mp Sos 

boot the word 2, That the Spirit in that Body, 
46 noi was woze other but God the Fa: 
on thatCr;ſ# Ther ; and ſo the Father is the 
Exh any other | . <4 

wo here Son, and the Son the Father 


his Ctzrch, in very deed,and only nomical- 
nomCol1-24 ly diſtin&t, (and ſo, God the 
then the Bo- Chriſt of himſelf, and Chriſt 
cics of te. the God of himſelf , ſome- 


Saints, from 


Ephel. 5.3o. What like as Muggleton does 
miitaken, | in 


Anibbles, 


in this particular, if my me- 
| mory tail me not). 


- That the als Chriſt 7 pot a 


Perſon without us, and fo .was 
not viſible to Corporal eyes. 


4. And ſo of neceſſity you muſt 
hold, that Chrift dizd not, bur 
only the Body that he aſſumed 

for a time, or that was prepa- 
red for : him, was laid dywn 
again, For bow ts it poſſible 
for you to. Believe really. that 
Chri#t died, when you hold 
that Chrift is only Gd, and God 
is and ever was immortal, and 
ſo could not die ? = 


Now either thou and thy Friends do 


hold theſe: DoGrines, or the contrary +. 


if cither I or others have miltaken you 


herein, through /your own Friends ill . 


expreſſing themſclvesz or if you have 


ſince changed your Opinion 1a this | 


particular, what hurt can there be, and 
why ſhould thou be fo nice, to in- 
form us truly, honettly, and plainly 
like a Chriſtian ? And it thou dot hold 
them, what's the Reaſon thou art un- 
willing to own it ? 

- B 3 Theres 
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' Therefore -I requeſt, F pray, Tear- 
neſtly defire thee (. if, thou halt any 
love for the Truth, or for Men) to 
tell me,or the World, the plain truth. 
herein 3 if not, I muſt ſtill conclude 
thou dealcft not fair nor candidly, like 
a reaſonable Man or a Chriftran, or 
willing plainly to vindicate thy Re- 
ligion. | | hy 


6. In this, that when thou ſhouldefi 
have Replyed, like a ſobex Diſputant, 
to the Anſwer that Feremy Toes gave 
to ſhew the invalidity and falſhood of 
thy Diſtiattion, inſtead thereof, thou 
evadelt doing. of it by Circumlocations 
one while, and by. Addreſſes to the- 
Auditors another ; and :{onetimes by 
giving way to another of thy Friends 
to begin a Diſcourſe of ſome new Mat- 
ter, Of to raiſe ſome new: Queliton, 
betore the former was ended, the bet- 
ter to ſhift off the old, or bring; it in 
Oblivion, confonnding the- Minds of 
your Auditors with other Words I 
cannot ſo well call this a Quibble, 4s 4 
baſe old way of Evaſion: and Shifting : 
Do you think that we do not know 
this to be no new Deyice ? but forry T 
wastofſee you ule it. "9 


Truly Sir, IT cannot but own Fer. £ 
Toves's Anſwer to your Difſtin&tion to be 
very good and pertinent 3 and doubt-' 

3 leſs 


m—_— 


MNubbles,. 
l:G if you had not found it (o too, you 


would have ,Replyed to ic 3 but I 
found all your mouths ltopt as to that. 


. His words as 1 remember were theſe, 
or-to this effe&t, That then T, -or any 
Man might! ſay, by the ſame Reaſons 
that Will. Penn, er Geo. Whitehead 
was never ſeen with Bodily or Carnal 
Eyes, becauſe the Excellency aid bettcr 
fart of 'them, viz. their Souls was ne- 
ver ſeem, though their: Bodies be ſeen, 
which: 1s at the Man. Now what an 
abſurdity wauld this be ? And yet is it 
not the ſame that 'you faid then con- 
cerning Chriſt's being ſeen and not ſeen, 
and thereby over-ſhooting your fſclf, 
obliged Geo. Vhitehead to make a long 
Diſcourſe to: bring . you off as hand- 
{omly as he could from a ContradiGiir 
0# :* But ſince you' did not 'detcc,the 
1rrationality of this Anſwer and Simi- 
litude at the Meeting, I ſhould be glad 
to {ce it from.you any-where elle, in 
wordsthat are. rational and intelligible, 


7. In that, 'Thou firſt crydett out 
thy ſelf, (as the Proverb is, ſtop Thief ) 
When thou hadft firſt made a great 
npiſe and ſtir, then thou appcaledft to 
thy Auditorsfor Faſtice, and to hear 
thy Anſwer z whereas thy Sclt and 


Friends were then the mott guilty ard 


greateſt Offenders 1n that kin1,in mak- 
E 4 ing 
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ing a clamor and pudder without gi- 
ving us a direct Anſwer, A 


"What need was there for. thee to 
cry out to thy Auditors to hear thy 
Anſwer, when we. could hear none 
from thee, though we had flood wai- 
ting and gafiag well-nigh an hour 
tor nothing  clſe3 I fay, I cannot ap- 
prehend this* to be fair and candid 
Dealing, either with thy Oppoſites or 
Auditors, but rather a neat trick 'of 
crying Whore firſt, as they ſay, at beſt 
but idle ſuperfluous vain words; which 
become not a Chriſtian, ſuch an one as 
thou profeſſed thy (elf to be. 


Really :Sjr, IT da admire that you 
ſhould or would. carry your ſelves fo, 
as to get a nameof obſtinate, unreaſo- 
nable, and diforderly Men : I was told 
before-hand that you would zever Dz- 
ſpute either ſoberly or rationally, in any 
due Order or Method , and notwith=- 
ſtanding you are fill confident and 
ready to appoint Diſputes and Confe- 


- . rences, Yet when' you -come to '1t, 


you muſt have your own Will for a 


. Law, and your own Way impoſed up- 


on your Opponents, or elſe you will 
not Diſpute $0 that you give too 
much occaſion to Perſons to think and 
judg you a perverle Generation, obſti- 
natcly contident, and confidently ob- 

| 1 {tinate, 


ftinate, without Order or Rule, Rims 
or Reaſon, Wiſe only in your own'eon+ 
ceits, whom Solomon Charadteriſcs 
Fools, and (o fit for no Man to Diſpute 
With, except ſome \ of Muggleton's 
Diſciples, guilty of the ſame'perverſe 
and unreaſonable Humour with you, 


 ' even to the making your ſelves Ridicu- 


Jous, no ſmall Teſtimony whereof this 
laſt Meeting proved. Why may you 
impoſe on 'others, and they not upon 
you ? —_ 


8. I will crave leave to mention one Titus 3. 2, 3- 
thing more at this preſent of my ob- To {p44 £4 
_ ſerving,* and that is thy ſo oft. uſing  figm wh 

the groſs word of Lying, and Forgery, jy. but gen- 
and Lyar andiForger, eſpecially in thy tle, ſhewing all 
' Books againſt. Tho. Hicks, that it will meckneſs unto 
hardly ſtand with 'good' Manners; ſuch o _ ona 
Language to be fo common and fre 11 were 
quent» me thinks ſutes not well with a ſometimes foo- 
well-civilized Man, much leſs with a lb, —_— 
good Chriſtian ; and what does it fig- {97 OG» 
nifie, Toſay itis a ——— Lye, thit s © 
neither an Anſwer nor an Argument ; 
| Therefore in love I ſhould adviſe thee 
to leave off all ſuch Billingsgate-Rheto- 
rick, and groſs Language, it being 
more fit for Scolds that are Dackt, then 
to be uſed in Conferences or Writings 
amongſt thoſe that own themſelves 
Chriſtians, 'at leaſt ſo very frequently. 

But if that be one way of Confutation, 
x] then 


Lhe Quatkiers 


they '7t will be 10 bard thing fo Confute 
a thy IPritings. | 


"Tis pitty {> Learned a Perſon as thy 
ſelf ſhould be ſo: linkt to a Party, or 


blinded with Paſſion to Eclipſe the | 


more noble part of thy Reafon, by be. 


ing engaged with ſuch a People, and 


aving received their Principles, 
thereby thinkeſt thy. {elf obliged now 
to maintain them, though therein thoy 
makeſt thy ſelt Pedantich. 


Time and Experience may convince 
thee better, though I cannot hope nor 
expect to doit, believing that when 
ſomewhat of the height of thy Fancy, 
and the heat of thy:Brain is ſpent and 
abated; :thou wilt be calmer and witcr, 
and that is all: the Hurt I. wiſh-thee; 
In.the interim I only: defire thee:to con? 
{ider of this, if not; now, yet hereaf 
ter when thou art: cool, / For ithe-leat 
of the -Diſpute. having foidiftempered 
the Humors in thee; :and- raiſed thy 
Spirit, I cannot-promile-my ſelf much 
preſent good 'ſ{ucceſs as to thee herein, 
though I have hopes it may have fome 
with Others : 3 So L1Reft, 


Thy Friend in | plainneſs, TL 
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TH - Hinted in the fifth. Particular i'th 
- Margent, That ſome of the Dua- 
th, kers. quibble. as much about. the 
:i., Word '[ Body .} as the', Ward 
; 
[ Chriſt ], as appeazs. by what: one 
of them told me, That the Church of 
Chriſt is his Body 3+. and when I an- 
{werd him, . That wasonly figurative- 
ly, or by way of Allukony that as all 
the natural. Members compacted toge- 
ther and unjted to. the Head, ;maake-. a 
}, Natural Body 3 * So the Charchheing * Roms. 12, 
knit together by.'One- Profefſion. and 5. 
Baptiſm as Members of a Body,become 
united-by Faith tq Chrilt as their Head; 
and ſo the Churchiis by, way of figali- 
tude and metaphorically called the Body 
of Chriſt, but no otherwiſe.that Lune.  _ | 
derftood'; | What then,fays the Qxakgr, 1 2 
Wilt thou make Chtiſt a: Monſter, ;and 
ſay he has two Bodies 2 or words to * 
) that effects Now-hen aftex the [ame. 
manner. of Reaſoning and Quibblingz: 
I may as well fay Mr. Keith in the Di=: 
{pute, by his Diſtinction, made 
three Chrifts, when he told us -miore 
than once, 11% = 
That 
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My properly taken for the 
\ Godbead(or DivixeNainr) 
That, Lefr ped erly for the May. 
Ebrift was i (or Humane Nature), 
And leaſt properly of all = 


the Carkafe 


»:| Now efterthls rate mey-notone | 
That the Quaker ſays, There are thre 
Chrifts in Seripture 3 : | 
A moſt proper Chriſt, © 
And a lefil proper Chriſt. | 
And a Chrilt leaft proper. 


And that with as much truth, as Fl 
them to affirm Chriſt would be a Mon: 
ſter on the account above ? = 


For what can be thought not only 
more diſtinQ,but abſolutely _— 


BY Godbead, Eternal God, : Salas ks . 


The Manhood Living Man. : 
ye will. 


A Carkoff, a Dead Body. 


And further by this, Mr. Keith and | 
thou muſt underſtand and mean, Er 
ther 


That theſe Three are Three Chriſts, 
mn Three diſtin& Perſons. pe 
r 


5 =” > 


CD =s 
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 Quibbles, 
Or that theſe Three are but One 
_ Chriſt, in One diſtin Perſon. : + 
' Or that theſe Three areindeed No 
_ Chriſt at all, in No diſtin& Per- 
{on. | | 


And when thou haſt plainly and ho- 


| neſtly, declared this, then we ſhall ea- 


ily diſcern your Quibbling, or under- 
ſand your Meaning better in the mean 
time for your condemning uſing Diſtin- 
| ions in others, and yet ufing them 
your ſelves, you fall under the Apotiles 
Sentence and Condemnation, Rome. 2+ 
1. Therefore thou art inexcuſable Oh 


| Man, whoſoever thou art that judgeſt, 


tor wherein thou judgeſt another, thou 
,condemneſt thy felt, for thou that 


| | judgeſt doſi the fame things. 


In the beginning of this Epiſile Inti- 
mated to thee, the Gifts and the Power 
if the Spirit indeed, that the Chriſtians, 
the members of the true Church in the 
Apoſtles days, were Gifted with, viz. 
Such as were viſible and demonſtrable to 
"hers, and for the proof quored feve- 
,ral Scriptures, which I thought fit to 
alledg, That thou might ſeriouſly Con= 
lider (and [I leave it to the Conlidera- 
tion of all ſober and truely underttand- 
ing men) When thou comeſt ro Con- 
demn or Corred the Baptiſt Church, or 


\-my Chyrch, with deſign to (et up thy 


OWNn 
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own as the-true:Chiirch, 1/hether thy 
orghtſt not 10: prove aud Demonſtrate th 
Cherch to he: truer: then their. . Chu] 
which #hou 'Condemmeſt as falſe,” or) Uy. 
chriſtian,or Antichriſtian \ and that thy 
oughtejt to pretend to and bring ſomething 
For Pradf thereof, which they, nor #0 falſe 
Church can pretend to,aud produce as vb 
deft 7 :Is not this equitable,juſt and r 
tional,” .agreeing to common Juſtice 
and 'Equity,and according to the ſound 
underftanding of all men ? Nay and i; 
it not what the true Chriſtian Churd 
had, aud could and did on all nefeſſny 
occaſions Demonſtrate f Otherwiſe ſup- 
poſe it be granted, theirs to be falſe, 
that will not prove thine to be true: 
Thine may be falſe alo : But if proving 
theirs alone to be miliaken or Falſe, 

would prove another Church to be 
rruethe Romanilts and all the Churches 
in the World might then as well by 
this prove theirs reſpectively to be 

true, as. You yours» 


. To make this yet more plain (it be- 
ing worthy thine and every mans fett: 
Gus thoughts) I will give thee an Iv} 
ſtance or two, As for Example. 


Here are great Conteſts and Diſputs} 
betwixt the Baptiſts and your Chtrci: 
the Baptilis ſay we are true Chriſtians 
and you Quakers are not; The Gn 

, 


W— 


fay we are the true Chriſtians, and'our 
way is the true way, and you Paptifis 
arenot : Now I and thouſands'ot poor 
Souls beſides, would: willingly know 
which of you two are; undoubtedly in 


the Right, and which of you indeed are 


falſe and prerenders only: 


It any of thy Fricuds ſhall tell me, 
The are inthe Truth, and therefore we 
are the true Church z Thou knoweft 
in thy -Confcience; that is ſo far from 
an 'Anſwer,. that it 1s only a ſhameful 
begging of the: Dueftion : | For the Bay- 
tits they pretend as much that they are 
in the Truth, as thou doſt, and it is 
yer to be decided betwixt you 3- ſo that 
that is fiill the Queſtion. If chou fay- 
et the Light within me will teſtifie to 
thy Way, I profeſs really, I have mm- 
ded and inquired of -the Light within 
me what it ſays in that Particular,and it 
teſtifies no ſuch thing. It thou ſayeſt 
it is Demonſirable: by the Efe&s 'and 


Fruits: very well, I have inquired into 


that alſo, and I find none among You, 
but what may be found amongſt the 
Baptiſtsalſo, Except it be keeping on the 
Hat, and ſaying Thou and Thee, ec. 
which alſo the Baptiſts, or any others, 


.- mayandcan do it they pleaſe as well 


; as you. 


Or 


3k 
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Or if thy Friends. ſhould tell me; 
That ye have the Spirit, and are in the 
Power of God ; 1o ſay the Baptiſts that 
they have: And wherein does the Power 
of God, or tbe Spirit ſhew it ſelf more 
in you, than inthem ? If thou {hould(t 
fay it s Within, but does not Demon- | 
ſtrate it (elf Outwardly 3; Why then,do 
you trouble the Minds of People! 
Can you not let it keep in its place in 
every one where you fay it is! and 
then thereby: thou wouldſt zacknow- 
ledg the Baptiſts to be Externally as good 
Chriſtians as your ſelves; and ſo may” 
be Internally for ought thou canſl ſee; 
if it cannot demonſtrate it ſelf out- 
wardly. So that here I profes in the 
fear of God, I ſee no real diſcrimina- 
ting Character that Demonſirates you 


to be either truer or better than they; 


if thou canſt ſhew any, I ſhall be glad 
to ſee it: | | 


Another Inſtance is this (in a highct 
nature at your own doors alſo, viz: 
In Mr. Maggletor and his Diſciples : 
Why ſhouldtit thou or thy Friends be | 
believed more than Maggleton, or at) Þ 
Impoſtor ?_ 


The 
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AND THE 


: P .-MWuggletonians 


Compared. 


I- SNP Vaeteton ſays,. He hath re- 


ceived a' Commiſſion from 


| Heaven and ſo do the Dugkers that 


they have and both much about the 


_ fame timez but of the two I thipk 
_ Muggletor?s pretence was the firſt and 
. ancienter.. | 


2. Muggleton ſaith he had it by Di- 
vine Revclation; and ſo do the ©ya- 
kers that they had it. | 

3.. Muggleton ſaith, He hath (or 1s 


. . Inſpired by) the Spirit . of God, and 


{o do the ©akers that they are. 

4» Muggleton pxetends ko Infallibi- 
lity, and {o do the Quakers. 
\, 5- Muggleton ſays, He is one of the 


two Witneſſes ſpoken of in the 11th , 
\ Chapter of the Revelations, that God - 


hath givep Power to Propheſie 3 and 
E $ the 
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the Duaker they ſay, They are the true 
Witneflcs to the Light, and have re- 
ccived Power to Preach the Everlaſting 
Goſpel, to Propheſie, &c. or to the 
ſame cect. 

6. Muggleton denies that the Father 
and Son are two diſtin& Perſons, and 
ſo do the Duakers. 

7, Muggleton pretends to, and pro- 


duces Scripture, and- yet doth not re-: 


ally own it for the Rule of Faith and 
Practice 3 and fo do the Quakers. 

$. And all this Muggleton aſſerts 
with the higheſt Confidence imagina- 
ble, as great as 1t is poflible for the 
Duakers to aflcrt theirs. | 

9. Muggleton hath ſeveral Diſciples 
and: Followcrs that Believe him, and 


- are Convinced of the Truth of what 


AÞiaflerts,'as a Seal of his Minifiry; 
and ſo-have the Owakers ſeveral Fol- 
lowers that are Convinced and believe 
them 3 which they ſay are a Seal df 
cheir Miniſtry, OE 
10. And yet forall this; Miggletmn 
Curſes and Damns the ©akers, and 
that by rhe Heavenly Power and Con: 
miſion he pretends*to have received; 
And the O©ruakers Judg and Dann 
 Mugeleton, and that by the Light, the 
Heavenly Power and Commiſhon thej 
pretend is Revealkd to them. E 
Sce the Book Intituled the ©uaker 
Neck broken, writ by AMnggleton, and 
auſwered by G. F. No# 


—_—— ——  —— — 
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Now then Conhider, Is it not high- 
ly. neceſſary one ſhould know which 
of theſe two be the Impoſtors, or whe- 
ther { fince they both pretend with 
ſuch Confidence, and yet both Damn 
one another, and all others that Con- 

, tradict them) both of them may not 
be Impoſtors, for it is poſlible ? 

What canſt or doſt thou produce or 
pretend to more than Mmwggleton does 3 


| Surely it will be a ſtrange piece of Con- 


\ - fidence for- you to Claim Credence from 
People, if you cannot produce ſomething 
| Conſiderable, beyond ſuch { as your ſelves 
own to be) a GRAND IMFOSTOR, 
and a DECEIVER. | / 
Our Saviour the True Chriſt {aid, If Foby 5. 31, 
; Thear witnels of my Self, my witneſs and 36. | 
| isnot true: But I have greater Wit- 
neſs than that of Fohn, &c. The ſame 
Works that I do, bear witneſs of Me, 
that the Father hath ſent Me. 
. If I do not the Works of my Fa- Fohy 10. 37. 
ther, believe me not- 
If I had not done among them the 15. 24. 
Works which none other Man did, 
they had not had S1n. 


' YeMen of Iſrael, hear theſe words, AGs 2: 22 » 


Feſus of Nazareth, a Man approved of 

God among you, by Miracles, and Won- 

ders, aud Signs, Which God did by 

him in the midſt of you, as ye your 

{{lves alſo know. 

| Let all the Houſe of Iſrael know 3c, 
| C2 aſ- 
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aſfuredly, That God hath made' zhat 
* Same Jeſus, whom ye have Crucitied, 
both Lord and Chriſt. 

Heb. 2: 3, 4- How thall we eſcape if we neglect 
'* ?** ſo great Salvation, which at the firfi 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them- that | 
heard him, God alſo bearing them Wits 
aeft, both with Signs and Wonders, and 
with divers Miracles and Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to his own 

Will ? 42F1L 010-0 


Sir, Doſt thou think thy {elf more 
worthy of Credit, than Feſt Chrift ? 
Or that your Miniſters ought to be be-- 
heyed on eaſjer terms, than Chrift and 
bu Miniſters were, you bringing, to us | 
New Doctrines and New Revelations? 
Some of which yet are not ſuch New 

| Diſcoveries from Heaven manifeſt by 
the Light within as pretended, being 
in truth but the old Fancies of Sabel- 
lis ( maniteſted by him without ) re- 
viv'd and new vamp't, not heard: of 
till long after Chriſt, and then quickly 
exploded the Church about 1400 years 
ago, as any one that can read may ce } 
in the Ecclchialtical Hiſtories. 

It may be thou mayſt inquire what 
I am, that writes thus plainly to thee; 
thou mayſt anſwer thy {elf T am a Man, 
becauſe I Speak or Write, and heard 
thcg Dilcounte the Language of Men; 


and | 


Muggktonians: compared, . 37 
and ſo conſequently -thon muſt iJudg- - 
me One that hath the Light withinme. 
4 If thou wouldit know what I ay: 
» ot, T'le aſſure thee I am: neither: Bap». 
zift nor Duaker, nor ever *was,. thougly 
L have had\a Jove for both; and have 
ſill for many amohtgſt you, whom I 
hope are innocent as to theſe: Myſterious - 
Subtilties and: Diribbles of - your Dea» 
ders But {ſuch Ridiculous doings as in 
tivaforeſaid Meeting does rather-lefſen 
than increaſe it. 
' If chou defireſt-to know why I. Ex» . 
poſtulate with thee unknown I' an» 
{wer, 'Tis- becauſe I was one* of thy 
abuſed Auditors, thou ſpending fo 
much time to ſo little purpoſe, to the 
| hazard of Mens Lives and becauſe I 
think thou haſt need of 4 Faithful Mo- 
tor 3 If I am miſtaken therein, do 
not- blame my Charity, nor. yet. my 
plain dealing with thee in this Ept- 
lile, ; 
If thou demandeſt why I print it, 
*Tis becauſe I would have others ſee it, 
that they might receive benefit by it as 
wellas thee : Remembring what Solo- pygy, 27. 5: 
mon ſays, Open Rebwuke is better than ſe- |g 15, 3% 
cret Love. n 
And becauſe I would have thee an- 
ſwer it in Print, that ſo Others may 
judg as well as I, whether thou wilt 
deal any fairer, more ſoberly in plain- 
nels and fmplicity, and Godly finceri- 


ry 


$ 
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ty with me, than thou haſt done with 
. If I have miſtaken thee or any of 
thy Friends, 1 aſſure thee it is not wil- 
lingly 3 and if thou ſheweſt me ho- 
neſtly wherein without Razlzng and ill 


Language, I'le beg thy excuſe and - 


thank thee for it, I not pretending to 
Tyfallibility, my Opinion being {till, 
ſo long as we are Men in this conditi- 
on, Humannne eſt errare, notwithſiand- 
ing what Spiritual-Pride, Self-Conceit, 


. or Melancholy-Faxcies may ſuggeſt to 


diſtempered Brains, or wcak- Heads, 
whoſe Aﬀedcions may be ſironger than 
their Reaſons. | 


FIMNIS. 


LO ———— 


My. Smith, 
| Cad thought fit to write this to 

thee, to let thee know, That if 
thou art willing to Print this Ep1- 
ſtle thou mayeit ; if not, return it © 
by this Bearer, But if thou a5 
Print it, I deſire thee to take care, 
before thou publiſh any of them, to 
ſend one to My. Pen, or to his 
Loaging, which I preſume thou 
knoweit, or may eaſily know, for 1 


do not know where it 1s, 
I am (though unknown) 
Thy Friend 


Thomas Tompſon, 


